The growth of new dental practices established in the North West of England and North Wales between 1985 and 1990.
This study examined the growth of 52 new dental practices established between 1985 and 1990 in the North West of England and North Wales. Growth was measured from the number of estimates (equivalent to a course of treatment) submitted by the practice to the Dental Practice Board since the practice first opened. Values ranged from less than 1000 estimates up to 12,000 estimates during the first 24 months; the modal value was between 2000 and 2999. The number of estimates was not associated with the resident population to dentist ratio for the surrounding locality.